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Agenda for May 1st, 2009 New York Council for the Humanities Visit to Syracuse 

12:15 to 1:30 p.m. 

¶ Welcome by Syracuse University Chancellor and President Nancy Cantor, who will lead a 

conversation on Scholarship in Action (SIA) based on handout previously sent (see 

appendix). Syracuse University and community humanities scholars (see Syracuse 

biographies) will give example of SIA in their own work. 

 

¶ Lunch 

 1:30 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

¶ Introduction to The Connective Corridor and The Near West Side Initiative by Marilyn 

Higgins, Vice President of Community Engagement and Economic Development 

2:15 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

¶ Bus Tour 

3:30 p.m. 

¶ Depart to Syracuse Hancock Airport 
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Nancy Cantor ς Chancellor and President of Syracuse University 

 
Nancy Cantor is the 11th Chancellor and President of Syracuse University, as well as Distinguished 
Professor of Psychology and Women's Studies in the College of Arts and Sciences.   
 
A native New Yorker, Dr. Cantor came to Syracuse from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 
where she was chancellor. She has held a variety of administrative positions encompassing all aspects of 
a research university--from chair of the Department of Psychology at Princeton to dean of the graduate 
school and then provost and executive vice president for academic affairs at the University of Michigan. 
She received her A.B. in 1974 from Sarah Lawrence College and her Ph.D. in psychology in 1978 from 
Stanford University.   

 
Dr. Cantor is recognized for her scholarly contributions to the understanding of how individuals perceive 
and think about their social worlds, pursue personal goals, and how they regulate their behavior to adapt 
to life's most challenging social environments. She is co-author or co-editor of three books and author or 
co-author of numerous book chapters and scientific journal articles. She has been an advocate for racial 
justice and for diversity in higher education, and she has written and lectured widely on these subjects. 
At the University of Michigan she was closely involved in the university's defense of affirmative action in 
the cases Grutter and Gratz, decided by the Supreme Court in 2003. Cantor has also lectured and written 
extensively on liberal education and the creative campus. 

 

Joan Bryant ς Professor, African American Studies 
 

Bryant joined the SU faculty in Fall 2007 to teach early African American history and religious history.  
Her experience and interest in African American archival collections and public history derive from her 
research in nineteenth-century racial practice and in eighteenth and nineteenth-century meanings of 
death.  In teaching, she pƭŀŎŜǎ ŀ ǇǊŜƳƛǳƳ ƻƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŀƴŀƭȅǘƛŎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ 
putting historical research in conversation with broad social and political developments.  Her courses 
thus incorporate historical methods and draw heavily from a broad array of textual, aural, and visual 
primary sources.  The Black Syracuse project allows her to expand on how she teaches and undertakes 
research.  It is an adventure in collaborative initiatives that involves working with faculty in other 
disciplines, research librarians, archivists, and community residents.  It is a distinctive type of public 
ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ άƘƛŘŘŜƴέ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ .ƭŀŎƪ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ȅǊŀŎǳǎŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ 
accessible to researchers, students, and the local community.  It links archival work, oral history, and 
research training for local residents.  Instructors and students participating in the project prepare aids 
and indexes for unprocessed or unorganized research collections at local historical and social 
organizations; conduct oral histories with local Black residents and train residents to conduct oral history 
interviews; and conduct workshops for local residents on how to conduct sound historical research using 
Internet resources.   
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Jan Cohen-Cruz ς Director of Imagining America: Artists and Scholars in Public Life and University 

Professor, Syracuse University 
 
Jan Cohen-Cruz is director of Imagining America (IA, a national consortium of colleges and universities 
committed to public scholarship in the arts, humanities, and design. Cohen-Cruz wrote Local Acts: 
Community Based Performance in the US, edited Radical Street Performance, and, with Mady Schutzman, 
co-edited Playing Boal: Theatre, Therapy, Activism and A Boal Companion: Dialogues on Art and Cultural 
Politics. As a professor at NYU Tisch School of the Arts (late 1980s-2006), Cohen-Cruz produced 
community based arts projects with students and community participants including one on community 
gardens. In the mid 1990s, Jan co-ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ¢ƛǎŎƘΩǎ !ƳŜǊƛ/ƻǊǇǎ όtǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ /ƭƛƴǘƻƴΩǎ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ tŜŀŎŜ 
Corps), on violence reduction through the arts.  She initiated the Drama Department's minor in applied 
ǘƘŜŀǘǊŜ ŀƴŘ ¢ƛǎŎƘΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ b¸¦Ωǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘκ 
Center of Art and Public Policy. In 2006-7, Jan co-conceptualized and co-instigated HOME, New Orleans, 
a collaboration with artists, residents of four neighborhoods in New Orleans, and Dillard, Tulane, and 
·ŀǾƛŜǊ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǊǘΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾƛǘŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άƘƻƳŜέ ŀs dwelling, 
neighborhood, and the city itself. Jan is writing a book on performance and social justice. 
 

 

Dennis J. Connors ς Curator of History, Onondaga Historical Association 

 
Mr. Connors has worked in historical agencies since 1972 and as curator of history at the Onondaga 
Historical Association since 1999.  He was employed originally by the Association from 1992 to 1999 as 
its Executive Director, until the new curator of history position was created.  Previously he was the 
Supervisor of Historic Resources for Onondaga County Parks where he oversaw operations for the Salt 
Museum, Pioneer Museum, and Ste. Marie among the Iroquois site.  He helped conceptualize and 
manage the $2.5 million renovation of Ste. Marie during 1989-1991.  He also oversaw major renovations 
to exhibits at the Salt Museum and Pioneer Museum. 
 
Mr. Connors has a B.A. in History with a concentration in Museum Studies from the State University of 
NY at Buffalo. 
  
He has served on the board of the Onondaga Citizens League, is a long-standing member of Thursday 
Morning Roundtable, and is a past member and chair of the Syracuse Landmarks Preservation Board.  He 
recently served as a contributing author and editorial advisory board member for the New York State 
Encyclopedia Project.  Dennis Connors has authored and edited five books on Syracuse area history.  The 
most recent is entitled Historic Photos of Syracuse. 
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Marilyn Higgins ς Vice President of Community Engagement and Economic Development  
 
Marilyn Higgins is the Vice President of Community Engagement and Economic Development at Syracuse 
University, responsible for the Connective Corridor and Near West Side Initiative Projects.  She is 
President of the Near West Side Initiative, Inc. Board, a member of the Board of Directors of the Syracuse 
Center of Excellence in Environmental and Energy Systems, the CNY Regional Alliance, the Morrisville 
College Foundation, and the Syracuse Chamber of Commerce. Past honors and awards include Post 
Standard Woman of Achievement, Rhea Ekel Clark Citizenship Award, Spirit of American Women Award, 
ŀƴŘ {¦b¸Ωǎ 5ƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ !ƭǳƳƴƛ !ǿŀǊŘΦ   
 
The Connective Corridor - The Connective Corridor is becoming a signature strip of urban redevelopment 
by linking the three major universities that reside on University Hill with the 25 arts and cultural venues 
and growing night-life of downtown Syracuse. The goal of the project is to create an energetic city 
ŎŜƴǘŜǊΣ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΣ ŦŀŎǳƭǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳƴƎ 
entrepreneurs to invest their ideas and talents. Beautiful public spaces from the Hill to Downtown will be 
stitched together with new pedestrian routes, streetscape improvements, public and interactive art, 
imaginative lighting, and new transportation options. 
 
Near West Side Initiative - The Syracuse Art, Life, Technology (SALT) District of the Near Westside is 
directed by the Near West Side Initiative, Inc., a not-for-profit organization.  The NWSI leverages the 
resources of the University, the State, the City, private foundations, businesses, not-for-profit 
corporations, and neighborhood residents to achieve its goals.  The mission is to use the power of art, 
technology, and innovation, in keeping with neighborhood values and culture, to rejuvenate the area.  A 
creative community is envisioned that will foster economic development and tourism for the City of 
Syracuse, jobs and stability for the neighborhood, and rich academic experiences for Syracuse University 
students.  

 

Margaret R. Himley ς Professor of Writing and Rhetoric and Co-Director of the LGBT Studies 

Program and Minor 
 
Margaret Himley is Professor of Writing and Rhetoric and Co-Director of the LGBT Studies Program and 
Minor at Syracuse University.  Her teaching and scholarly interests focus on classrooms and curriculum 
as sites of inquiry, sites of change, sites of self-making.  Her publications include Shared Territory: 
¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ²ǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ²ƻǊƪǎ, Political Moments in the Classroom, and From Another Angle 
(with Patricia F. Carini). She serves on the board of the Prospect Center, a network of educators 
committed to disciplined description as a methodology for recognizing the strengths and capacities of 
children ς all children ς as makers of works and as learners.  She is currently working on a project called 
Mobilizing Desire in the Classroom.  Having too often seen students hesitate to talk, turn away from a 
chance to say what they really think, invoke the privilege of silence, or retreat into cultural 
commonplaces or cynicism, she is exploring what it takes to mobilize the desire in students to struggle 
with the unchosen conditions of their lives, to be compelled outside of themselves, to tangle with 
history, and to invent new versions of themselves in the process.  Himley is on two Chancellor Leadership 
Projects.  One is Transnationalizing LGBT Studies ς to work toward developing transnational frameworks 
and knowledges for the LGBT courses taught on campus and to host a conference at the SU Madrid 
Center in Spain on LGBT pedagogy and curriculum that will bring together US and European teachers and 
scholars.  The second is Democratizing Knowledge ς to work toward institutionalizing at SU a more 
progressive and inclusive intellectual culture and climate, based on the scholarly and political values of 
interdisciplinarity, diversity, and social justice. 
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Gregg Lambert ς 5ŜŀƴΩǎ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ ƻŦ IǳƳŀƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ CƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ IǳƳŀƴƛǘƛŜǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

 
The Mellon Central New York Humanities Corridor is an interdisciplinary collaboration of three regional 
Association of American Universities (AAU) universities with vigorous humanistic scholarly traditions: 
Syracuse University, Cornell University, and University of Rochester.  This initiative is generously 
supported by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation through a four-year $1 million dollar award designed to 
increase visibility and public engagement with the humanities in the CNY region and enhance the 
productivity and connectivity of its scholars, students, and community members. 
 
The Humanities Center at Syracuse University promotes the scholarly excellence and visibility of the 
humanities at SU, in CNY, nationally, and internationally. Collaborative and interdisciplinary, the 
Humanities Center supports three models of inquiry: traditional disciplinary research, transdisciplinary 
research, and publically-ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ άǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ŀŎǘƛƻƴέ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƭǾŜ 
increasingly complex human problems. The HumaƴƛǘƛŜǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛȊŜǎ άŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛǾƛǘȅέτextending 
academic interchange and innovative thinking ςbeyond academic walls by reaching across disciplines and 
to multiple communities on and off campus, electronically and virtually, realizing that digitizing initiatives 
offer opportunities to transform academic culture.   
 
Lambert is author of eight books and critical editions. He holds a Ph.D. in comparative literature from the 
University of California, Irvine. He is the recipient of numerous academic awards and honors, including 
the 2008 Outstanding Alumni Achievement Award from Pacific University in Oregon, where he earned a 
ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΦ    

 

Elisabeth Lasch-Quinn ς Professor of History, Director of Graduate Studies 

 
Elisabeth Lasch-Quinn publishes widely in both academic and public venues.  She is currently Professor of 
History and Graduate Director in the Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs at Syracuse 
University.  She teaches a variety of graduate and undergraduate courses to interdisciplinary groups of 
students.  Course subjects have included: the New York intellectuals; modern U.S. intellectual history; 
early and modern American social and cultural history; the American public philosophy; critical issues in 
the U.S. (an interdisciplinary, team-taught, Maxwell-wide course) and many more.  She authored Black 
Neighbors: Race and the Limits of Reform in the American Settlement House Movement, 1890-1945 
(winner of the Berkshire Conference of Women Historians annual book award; University of North 
Carolina Press, 1993) and Race Experts: How Racial Etiquette, Sensitivity Training, and New Age Therapy 
Hijacked the Civil Rights Movement (W.W. Norton, 2001) and edited Women and the Common Life: Love, 
Marriage, and Feminism (essays by Christopher Lasch) and Reconstructing History (with Elizabeth Fox-
Genovese).  She has written essays, articles, and book reviews on a variety of subjects, including the 
family, children and the media, socialization, race, classical sociology, the therapeutic society, and the 
work of sociologist Philip Rieff.  She is at work on several projects, including a history of the self both in 
the context of contemporary and recent American culture and the long trajectory of the history of 
thought, cultural expression, and social structure. 
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Vivian May ς tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊΣ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ 

Vivian M. May is AsǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ ƻŦ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ϧ DŜƴŘŜǊ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ /ƘŀƛǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IǳƳŀƴƛǘƛŜǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΦ 

Her fields of specialization include: feminist theory & epistemology; American literature, with a 

concentration in African American literature; and intersectional methods in women's studies. 

Author of Anna Julia Cooper, Visionary Black Feminist, she served as consultant to the United States 

Postal Service for educational materials that will accompany the Anna Julia Cooper stamp, 32
nd

 in the 

Black Heritage Series, to be issued June 2009.  May is also national co-chair, with Beverly Guy-Sheftall of 

{ǇŜƭƳŀƴ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ !ǘƭŀƴǘŀΣ D! ƛƴ 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нллфΦ  aŀȅΩǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ƻƴ ŦŜƳƛƴƛǎǘ ǘƘŜƻǊȅΣ !ƴƴŀ Wǳƭƛŀ /ƻƻǇŜǊΣ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜrican literature, and 

ƻƴ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŀǊȅ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƻǊƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƛƴ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ Callaloo, 

Hypatia, !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ wŜǾƛŜǿΣ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ vǳŀǊǘŜǊƭȅ, Studies in the Literary Imagination, and 

Southern Quarterly.  She also co-edited a double issue of Womanist Theory & Research.  Her current 

research continues to focus on the intellectual and political contributions of Anna Julia Cooper, on 

intersectionality as theory & method, and on literature as a pedagogic space for social change. 

In her capacity as Humanities Council Chair, May has facilitated a series of conversations about the 

meanings of interdisciplinarity in the humanities and about identifying impediments to interdisciplinary 

endeavors.  She also facilitiates the NEH Summer Stipend internal reviews and nominations and oversees 

the Ray Smith Symposium funding and peer review process.  Ray Smith Symposia are fora of broad 

interest to the wider community: in 2008-2009, Smith funding helped to support the Michelangelo 

exƘƛōƛǘ ƻƴ ŎŀƳǇǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ άCŜƳƛƴƛǎƳǎ ϧ wƘŜǘƻǊƛŎǎέ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άtƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ [ƻǾŜέ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ 

religion and philosophy.  

 

 

 

Daniela Mosko-Wozniak ς Director of Community Engagement and Economic Development 

Daniela Mosko-Wozniak, Director in the Office of Community Engagement and Economic Development. 

Her primary responsibility is ǘƻ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƭƻŎŀǘŜ ǘƻ {ȅǊŀŎǳǎŜΩǎ bŜŀǊ ²ŜǎǘǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ 

resources in the neighborhoodτtwo key components of the Near Westside Initiative. She also has 

project management and curatorial duties associated with the Connective Corridor. She was the 

Executive Director for Community Art Programs for Syracuse University at the Warehouse in downtown 

Syracuse for the College of Visual and Performing Arts for several years. She received a Master of Arts, 

Public Administration from Maxwell School of Citizenship and received a B.A. degree focusing on fine 

arts from Auburn University in Montgomery and a B.S. in law from the Freie Universität Berlin, Germany. 

She founded and directed a community center for the least represented neighbors in Montgomery, 

Alabama. Her strong sense of justice has kept her civilly engaged in Europe as well as America, with the 

goal of ensuring that all community members have a voice. Her love and passion for the arts stems from 

the knowledge that art has the unique opportunity to connect and communicate with people globally 

regardless of the language spoken. 
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Stephen J. Parks ς Professor, Writing Program 

 
Parks studies the intersection of literacy instruction, community arts, and school reform. He is 
founder/director of New City Community Press, a publishing vehicle which sponsors community-based 
writing/arts projects designed to produce publications for use in public schools/community literacy 
programs. He is also Editor of Reflections: A Journal of Writing, Service-Learning and Community 
Literacy (reflections.syr.edu), a publication focused on how university/community partnerships can 
foster public school/neighborhood reforms. His latest book, Writing Beyond the Curriculum, will be 
published by Syracuse University Press in 2010. 
 
/ǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅΣ tŀǊƪǎ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƴƎ άhǳǊ /ƛǘȅΣ hǳǊ ±ƻƛŎŜǎΣ hǳǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ŀ ǘƘǊŜŜ-part publication project 
focused on integrating community voices/concerns into middle/high school curriculum. Each 
publication is marked by drawing together the humanities and the arts as a means to initiate a dialogue 
between school students, community residents, and educational/political leaders around the present 
state and future of Syracuse neighborhoods. The first publication, Soul Talk: Urban Youth Poetry, 
features the voices of public school students and teachers as well as neighborhood/city residents who 
use poetry and personal narrative to describe and articulate a new vision for their neighborhood. The 
second publication, Freedom! A Community Dialogue, draws these same communities into conversation 
in a study focused on the history of freedom both nationally and internationally; participants then 
consider how such a history might inform their own personal and communal sense of freedom. The 
final publication, Looking at My Neighborhood will ask students and residents to use various forms of 
ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŀǊǘǎ ǘƻ άǎŜŜέ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΣ ƧǳȄǘŀǇƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ōƻǘƘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƻŦ art and 
community photographs. Taken collectively, the goal is to produce publications which can be used in 
English, Social Studies, and Arts classrooms, drawing the insights of local residents into the full 
ǎǇŜŎǘǊǳƳ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  
 

 

Eric D. Persons ς Director of Engagement Initiatives 

 
Eric Persons is Director of Community Engagement and Economic Development at Syracuse University, 

where he works on development projects in collaboration with community organizations and 

government agencies.  His primary responsibility is the Connective Corridor, an urban design and 

planning project to develop a signature strip of cultural development connecting the University Hill area 

with downtown Syracuse.   

hǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ .ǳŦŦŀƭƻΣ 9ǊƛŎΩǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ on leadership development in supporting the work of 

nontraditional actors in community development and civic affairs. He previously directed educational 

programs in Europe and the Middle East on economic development and democratic reform in a 

partnership with Georgetown University. Eric completed his graduate work at The Maxwell School of 

Citizenship and Public Affairs focusing on government reform and development in Upstate New York.  He 

began his career in television news working as a producer and photojournalist in Buffalo.   
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David Stam ς Librarian Emeritus and Senior Scholar 
 
David H. Stam is the University Librarian Emeritus of Syracuse University and Senior Scholar in the 
History Department of the Maxwell School of Citizenship. His library career included directorships at 
Marlboro College, the Newberry Library, Johns Hopkins University, the New York Public Library, and 
Syracuse.  He retired from the Library in 1998 and since has devoted his historical work to the history of 
libraries and the history of polar exploration.  Those pursuits resulted in two major works: An 
International Dictionary of Library Histories and Books on Ice: British and American Literature of Polar 
Exploration, with Deirdre C. Stam. He has taught courses in polar exploration in the Honors Program of 
the School of Arts and Sciences.  He holds a Ph.D. in history from Northwestern University, an M.L.S. 
from Rutgers University, and a B.A. from Wheaton College (IL.). 
 
Dr. Stam is also a Trustee of the Gladys Krieble Delmas Foundation and is chiefly responsible for its 
program in support of research libraries.  Its assets have fallen considerably in the past year, but even 
as a small foundation it is one of few devoted solely to the humanities. Its programs for research 
libraries, humanities scholarship, performing arts (New York City only), and Venetian studies reflect that 
commitment.  The Trustees also have access to modest discretionary funds which can be used outside 
ǘƘŜ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ 5ǊΦ {ǘŀƳ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ portion of those funds to supporting 
performing arts in Central New York, chiefly in music.  He is also on the boards of Chamber Music 
America, the Keats-Shelley Association of America, the Society for New Music (Syracuse), the Center for 
Book Arts at Wells College, and has just retired from the Board of Seward House Museum, in Auburn, 
NY.   
 

 

 

Silvio A. Torres-Saillant ς Professor of English, La Casita Project  
 
Silvio Torres-Saillant, Professor in the English Department and Director of the Latino-Latin American 

Studies Program at Syracuse University, directs the New World Studies Series at the University Press of 

Virginia. One of the Senior Editors of the Oxford Encyclopedia of Latinos and Latinas in the United States 

and an Associate Editor for Latino Studies, he has authored An Intellectual History of the Caribbean, El 

Retorno de Las Yolas, Caribbean Poetics, and The Dominican Americans, in addition to co-editing three 

other books in the fields of Latino and Caribbean studies. His teaching, research, and publication 

interests explore questions of citizenship and belonging: diasporic identity, ethnic cultures, protocols of 

exclusion, paradigms of inclusion, and the rapport between diversity and democracy. As founding 

director of the CUNY Dominican Studies Institute in the City University of New York, he successfully led 

the development of a forum for scholars and community residents to interact dynamically, learning to 

ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎΣ ǿŀȅǎ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘe societies 

they commonly inhabit. The Institute acknowledged the legitimacy of community residents to 

interrogate the formulations of scholars studying and aiming to represent them discursively to the 

wider world. At Syracuse University Torres-Saillant has promoted minority studies in the curriculum, 

teaching courses that seek primarily to bring marginalized bodies of knowledge into visibility. Under the 

auspices of the Office of Residence Life, he has taught a diversity class to first-year students enrolled in 

the Multicultural Living and Learning Community. Currently he works with La Casita Cultural Center 

Project, an initiative spearheaded by Assistant Professor Inmaculada Lara Bonilla that seeks to open a 

physical space on the West Side of Syracuse to stimulate intellectual, educational, cultural, and artistic 

exchange between Syracuse University and the Latino population of the city and beyond.    
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Gregg A. Tripoli ς Executive Director, The Onondaga Historical Association Museum and Research 

Center 

A native Central New Yorker, I received a BA from Hamilton College and an MBA from the University of 
Pittsburgh.  After a 26-year career (mostly spent outside of the US) in banking and management 
consulting, I returned to Syracuse and joined the Onondaga Historical Association (OHA) as Executive 
Director in February 2008. 

OHA is a private, nonprofit organization established in 1864 and dedicated to collecting, preserving, and 
exhibiting the history of Onondaga County and to educating the puōƭƛŎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǊƛŎƘ 
heritage.  We operate a museum, research center and library in a historic building located in downtown 
Syracuse.  Our RC contains the largest archival collection of images and documents related to local 
history and our admission-free museum is the only comprehensive, general history museum in the 
county. 

Among current projects is the construction of an expanded Reading Room and Library for our RC, which 
is used by the community for everything from genealogical to architectural research.  Students 
comprise a large segment of researchers and our educational programs, collaborations, and outreach 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƻŦ hI!Ωǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ  ²Ŝ Ƙƻǎǘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻƴ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ 
and we provide seminars for grade and secondary school teachers, as well as University professors, to 
help them incorporate local history topics in their curricula.  We give tours to school children and 
instruction on using primary documents and we use living history actors to teach and engage the 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŦŦǊŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǊŀŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜǘƘƴƛŎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ 
collaborating with Syracuse University, the YMCA, and literacy volunteers on a literacy project, in which 
the students use vintage postcards ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ άŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘέ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ ǘƻ 
ask questions and learn about life in our community 100 years ago. 
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 Sara Ogger ς Executive Director, New York Council for the Humanities 

 
Executive Director Sara Ogger joined the staff of the New York Council for the Humanities in 
March, 2002, as Grants Officer.  She was promoted to Senior Program Officer in 2004 and 
ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘΣ нллсΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅΣ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘŀƭ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎΦ  {ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
hŦŦƛŎŜǊǎΩ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ /ƛǘȅ ƛƴ June, 2006 and served on the planning committee for 
ǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ нллтΦ  {ŀǊŀ ǿŀǎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭΣ 
2007.  Currently she serves on the board of the Federation of State Humanities Councils, where 
she is on the LeƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŀǇŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭǎΩ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ 
of the NEH. She also serves on the strategic planning and steering committee, which is working 
on the next five year plan for the Federation.     
 
Before coming to the Council, Sara was a visiting assistant professor of German at Montclair 
University in New Jersey.  She received her Ph.D. in Germanic Languages and Literatures from 
Princeton University and her B.A. from Bryn Mawr College.  She was a guest student at the 
University at Tuebingen, Germany, from 1988-9 and again from 1996-7. She and her husband, 
Jean-Gabriel Neukomm, an architect, live in the Financial District.  They are the new parents of 
Jean Arnaud Neukomm.         
 

 

Matthew Bender - Board Member of the New York Council for the Humanities 

Retired Corporate Executive 
 
Before retiring in 1980, Matthew Bender IV was President of the Publishing Center for Cultural 
Resources, Vice President of Clark Boardman Company, and Vice President of Matthew Bender 
& Co.  He currently chairs The New York State Commission on the Restoration of the Capitol and 
the Bender Family Foundation.  He also serves as Director of the Albany Medical Center, Historic 
Albany Foundation, and Saratoga Performing Arts Center. Since 1980, Matthew has served on 
over thirty boards, including seventeen as chair and has received several awards for his 
outstanding philanthropic contributions to the state of New York.  Matthew graduated, cum 
laude, from Princeton University in 1953.  He and his wife, Phoebe, live in Albany and are the 
parents of three children, now with families of their own.       

 

 Richard Bernstein ς Board Member of the New York Council for the Humanities 

Professor of Philosophy at the New School 
 
Richard Bernstein received his Ph.D. from Yale University in 1958. He serves as the Vera List 
Professor of Philosophy at the New School, with a focus on American pragmatism; social and 
political philosophy; critical theory; and Anglo-American philosophy. He is a former Dean of the 
New School for Social Research. In addition, he is the author of Radical Evil: A Philosophic 
Interrogation, Freud and the Legacy of Moses, and Hannah Arendt and the Jewish Question, 
among many other books.     
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Donald K. Boswell ς Board Member of the New York Council for the Humanities   

President & CEO, WNED Buffalo 
 

Donald K. Boswell, President & C.E.O of the Western New York Public Broadcasting Association 
(WNED-TV/AM/FM), is a public broadcasting veteran of nearly 35 years, having held positions 
with North Texas Public Broadcasting Inc. in Dallas, KCTS in Seattle, and WVIA-TV/FM in Pitton, 
Pennsylvania prior to joining WNED in January of 1998. 

 

The Pittsburg native is the recipient of numerous PBS professional awards and four national 
program Emmy awards.  He continues his long history of community service on the board of 
Public Broadcasting Service (PBS), Albright-Knox Gallery, Buffalo Museum of Science, Hong Kong 
and Shanghai Banking Corporation (HSBC), AAA, Greater Buffalo and Convention And Visitors 
Bureau, Martin House Restoration Corporation, University at Buffalo Foundation, HealthNow NY, 
Inc., National Conference for Community and Justice, the P2 Collaborative, and the Market 
Arcade Film and Arts Centre.  In Canada, Boswell serves on the Board of the Red Sky Theatre and 
on the International Advisory Board of the Art Gallery of Ontario in Toronto.  

 

aŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ .ƻǎǿŜƭƭ ƘƻƭŘǎ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
Pennsylvania State University and a Management Development certificate from The Wharton 
School of The University of Pennsylvania. He is a philatelist, golfer and photographer. 

 
 
 

 

 

Jonathan Culler -- Board Member of the New York Council for the Humanities 

Professor, Cornell University 
 
Jonathan Culler is Class of 1916 Professor of English and Comparative Literature at Cornell 
University. Graduating from Harvard in 1966, he went to Oxford on a Rhodes scholarship, where 
he completed a B.Phil. in Comparative Literature and a D. Phil. in Modern Languages.  

  
A specialist in literary theory and criticism, his best known works are Structuralist Poetics (1975), 
On Deconstruction (1981) and Literary Theory: A Very Short Introduction (1997), which has been 
translated into some twenty languages, including Latvian and Kurdish. He has also written on 
Flaubert, Baudelaire and the theory of the lyric.  

 
Professor Culler has won fellowships from the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation 
and the National Endowment for the Humanities, and was elected to the American Academy of 
Arts and Sciences in 2001 and to the American Philosophical Society in 2006. He has served as 
President of the American Comparative Literature Association, President of the Semiotic Society 
of America, President and Trustee of the English Institute, member of the Advisory Board of the 
Woodrow Wilson Foundation, and member of the Board of the American Council of Learned 
Societies. 
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Michael H. Frisch -- Board Member of the New York Council for the Humanities 

Professor, University at Buffalo, SUNY 
 
Michael H. Frisch is Professor of History & American Studies/ Senior Research Scholar at the 
University at Buffalo, SUNY.  He is an American social and urban historian who has been involved 
for many years in oral and public history projects, often in collaboration with community history 
organizations, museums, and documentary filmmakers.  His urban history and public/oral history 
interests came together in Portraits in Steel (1993), a book and associated GANYS exhibit in 
collaboration with the noted documentary photographer Milton Rogovin. 
 
The project documented, in oral history and photographic portraiture, the lives of Buffalo area 
steelworkers before and after the plant closings of the 1980s. It received the Oral History 
!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ .Ŝǎǘ .ƻƻƪ ǇǊƛȊŜ ŦƻǊ мффо-1995.  Frisch is also the author of the widely used A 
Shared Authority: Essays on the Craft and Meaning of Oral and Public History (1990), among 
other books. He has served as editor of the Oral History Review (1986-1996); as President of the 
American Studies Association (2000-2001); and as a board member for the Federation of State 
Humanities Councils.  He is currently President-Elect of the Oral History Association.  His recent 
work in new oral history applications of new media technology is being developed through his 
coƴǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ ¢ƘŜ wŀƴŘŦƻǊŎŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜǎΣ [[/Σ ōŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀǘ .ǳŦŦŀƭƻΩǎ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ 
Incubator.  
 

 

Madhur Jaffrey - Board Member of the New York Council for the Humanities 

Actress and Author 
 
Born in Delhi, India, Madhur Jaffrey is an award-winning actress and best-selling author of 
cookbooks. One of her recent works is a memoir, Climbing the Mango Trees: a Memoir of a 
Childhood in India.  Her classic first book, An Invitation to Indian Cooking, was published in 1973, 
and was followed by her BBC television series aŀŘƘǳǊ WŀŦŦǊŜȅΩǎ LƴŘƛŀƴ /ƻƻƪŜǊȅ.  She has 
ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƛƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ нл ŦƛƭƳǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ aŜǊŎƘŀƴǘ LǾƻǊȅΩǎ Heat and Dust, and has written more 
than 15 books.  She and her husband, violinist Sanford Allen, spend nearly equal time in New 
York City and Columbia County.   
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Elbrun Kimmelman -- Board Member of the New York Council for the Humanities 

Philanthropist 
 
Elbrun Kimmelman combines a professional background and expertise in advertising and 
marketing with her life-long experiences in travel and volunteerism, to work in the areas of 
education, community development, health and cultural preservation. 

 
As a member of the New York marketing and advertising community for over 20 years, she 
worked on both the client and agency side of major companies for brands, products and 
corporate image, and as a strategic planner for new products, market definition, positioning and 
development. As a member of management, she was active in new business strategies and 
development. 
 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ мфтлΩǎ 9ƭōǊǳƴ ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƻrking in what has since become known as social marketing.  She 
was a consultant to the governments of various developing nations on the use of American 
advertising and marketing techniques, for development and nation building programs.  She 
implemented programs including, in-country feasibility studies, training of local administration 
and implementers, material development, testing and overall product evaluation.  Projects were 
implemented for the governments of Ecuador, Brazil, the Philippines, Nicaragua, Bolivia, 
Dominican Republic, and the United States of America. 

 
After marriage to Peter Kimmelman, who heads an established asset management firm, she 
retired from business to raise their two children and began to allocate increasing amounts of 
time to the non-for-profit sector. 
 
In the last ten years, Elbrun has spent one to two months a year in India.  First, developing a 
program for American high school students to learn about Indian culture and second, organizing 
and raising funds to restore a former BǊƛǘƛǎƘ wŜǎƛŘŜƴŎȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƴƻǿ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
liberal arts college in South India of more than 5,000 Hindu and Muslim students. 
Elbrun continues to participate in foreign fact-finding missions and currently works for a wide 
variety of organizations, ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ hǎƳŀƴƛŀ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ IȅŘŜǊŀōŀŘ όCƻǳƴŘŜǊ 
and President), Foreign Policy Association (Trustee), American Associates of the National 
Galleries of Scotland (Founder and President), Pasteur Institute (Trustee and Advisor), American 
Turkish Society (Trustee), New York Council for the Humanities (Trustee and Committee 
Member). 
 
Elbrun was raised in New York City in the winters and in northern Minnesota in the summers.  
She attended Hunter, a public school for gifted children, and went on to graduate from Hunter 
College with a B.S. in Economics.  For most of her life, sheΩǎ spent three to four months a year 
traveling and working throughout the world.  A long time lover of India, Elbrun Kimmelman has 
long been involved in reaching out to the world to teach, to learn, to help and to share.  She is a 
world citizen and a full time volunteer. 
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John McNiff ς Board Member of the New York Council for the Humanities 

 Retired Corporate Executive 
 
Raised in Connecticut, John McNiff received his B.A. at Princeton University in 1964 and an 
M.B.A. at Stanford University in 1966.  Retired since 2000, he worked for thirty-three years as an 
executive for three major public companies in various capacities, most recently as Chief Financial 
Officer and Director of Dover Corporation (NYSE-DOV).  He and his wife Veronica live in New 
York City and are the parents of one son.  Their interests include tennis, duplicate bridge, art, 
design, costume and decorative arts, public policy, and travel. 
 

 

Joan Shelley Rubin - Board Member of the New York Council for the Humanities 

Professor of History & Director of Graduate Studies 
 
Joan Shelley Rubin is Professor of History at the University of Rochester, with a special interest in 

American culture since 1876.  She received an AB magna cum laude in American History and 

Literature from Harvard in 1969 and a Ph.D. in American Studies from Yale in 1974.  The author 

of three books and numerous articles, she has a particular interest in the historic role of the 

humanities in American life.  Her 1992 study The Making of Middlebrow Culture (University of 

North Carolina Press) examines individuals and institutions during the 1920s and 1930s who 

ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴǘ ǊŜŀŘŜǊέΤ ƛǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǘƘŜ Ŧƻǳnding of 

the Book-of-the-Month Club, the proliferation of book shows on the radio, the creation of new 

forms of book reviewing, and similar phenomena.  Her most recent work is Songs of Ourselves:  

The Uses of Poetry in America (Harvard University Press, 2007), for which she received a 

Guggenheim Fellowship.  That book explores how and why Americans between 1880 and 1950 

read verse in such settings as the school, the home, the civic celebration, and the out-of-doors.  

Ms. Rubin is also co-editor of the final volume of A History of the Book in America, entitled The 

Enduring Book:  American Print Culture Since 1945, forthcoming in fall, 2009.  Her teaching 

experience includes appointments at both public and private universities in New York State:  she 

spent sixteen years at SUNY Brockport before moving to her current position at Rochester in 

1995.  She is grateful that, unlike most academics, she was able to raise her two sons, now in 

their twenties, in the place where she grew up, and where she and her husband still live.  
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Norm Silverstein - Board Member of the New York Council for the Humanities 

President & CEO of WXXI Public Broadcasting Council 
 
Norm Silverstein is the President & CEO of WXXI Public Broadcasting Council in Rochester, New 
¸ƻǊƪΦ ²··LΩǎ ǎŜrvices include WXXI-TV, a PBS member station; WXXI-HD, a full-time High 
Definition (HDTV) channel; WXXI-Q, a channel dedicated to adult education and enrichment 
programs and children's programming weeknights; WXXI-Create, a digital channel showcasing 
cooking, travel, fine living and how-to programming; AM 1370, an NPR news station; Classical 
91.5, an all-classical music station; WJSL FM 90.3, a classical music and NPR programming station 
broadcast in Houghton, NY; WRUR FM 88.5, a partnership with the University of Rochester that 
provides NPR news and eclectic music programming; Reachout Radio, a closed-circuit radio 
service for people who are blind or visually impaired; Educational Services; WXXI.org, an award-
winning Web site; and City 12, a cable station that WXXI programs under contract for the City of 
Rochester.  
 
¦ƴŘŜǊ aǊΦ {ƛƭǾŜǊǎǘŜƛƴΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ 
service to the community and for its commitment to education. WXXI provides a free, Web-
based Ed Video Online service that enhances classroom learning throughout the region. The 
ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀǿŀǊŘ-winning Homework Hotline is now seen by tens of thousands of students 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ {ǘŀǘŜΦ ²··LΩǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘŎŀǊŜ ǎŜǊƛŜǎΣ Second Opinion, is carried by 
more than 200 public television stations across the country and is now in its 3rd season. And, 
WXXI is using the power of its own digital signal to assist with Homeland Security and emergency 
response training by providing the backbone for a local Emergency Training and Information 
Network (ETIN). 
 
Mr. Silverstein serves on the Board of Trustees of the Association of Public Television Stations 
(APTS) in Washington, D.C., a nonprofit organization that provides advocacy for public television 
at the national level, as well as consistent leadership and information in marshaling support for 
its members: the nation's public television stations.  In addition to his national leadership 
position with APTS, Norm is the chair emeritus of the Association of Public Broadcasting Stations 
of New York, (APBSNY).  Mr. Silverstein works with his colleagues throughout the state to use 
the capacity of public broadcasting for public service, community development, and even 
homeland security. Mr. Silverstein also represents public television and radio as a Director of the 
New York State Broadcasters Association (NYSBA).  
 
In addition to his work with public broadcasting, Mr. Silverstein is a member of the Board of 
Directors of the New York Council for the Humanities, New York, NY; the University of Rochester 
aŜŘƛŎŀƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ .ƻŀǊŘΤ aŀȅƻǊ 5ǳŦŦȅΩǎ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻƴ !ǊǘǎΣ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ ϧ 
9ƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘΤ ǘƘŜ !Ǌǘǎ ϧ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ /9hΩǎ wƻǳƴŘǘŀōƭŜΤ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
Corporate Directors (NACD), and the Rochester Rotary Club. 
 
Before joining WXXI in 1995, Mr. Silverstein served as senior vice president of Maryland Public 
Television (MPT). He was instrumental in building MPT into public television's fourth-largest 
program producer. Prior to his involvement in public broadcasting, Mr. Silverstein was a 
broadcast news correspondent in Washington, D.C. and served as a senior aide to the Governor 
of Maryland. 

 
A graduate of The American University in Washington, D.C., Mr. Silverstein earned a degree in 
political science and communications. He also earned a master's degree in management from 
Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore. Mr. Silverstein, his wife Jane Gallagher and their two sons 
Benjamin and Lee reside in Pittsford, New York. 
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Marion Roach Smith -- Board Member of the New York Council for the Humanities 

Author, journalist and radio commentator  
 
Marion Roach Smith is the author of The Roots of Desire: The Myth, Meaning and Sexual Power 
of Red Hair, (Bloomsbury, 2005) Dead Reckoning, (Simon & Schuster, 2001) and Another Name 
for Madness, (Houghton Mifflin, 1985). She is a former staff member of The New York Times, 
and continues to write for their Science Times section. Two stories of hers are included in the 
recent ¢ƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ¢ƛƳŜǎ .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ. A comƳŜƴǘŀǘƻǊ ƻƴ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tǳōƭƛŎ wŀŘƛƻΩǎ 
All Things Considered, she has published in The New York Times Magazine, Prevention, Vogue, 
Newsday, Good Housekeeping, Discover and American Health. Marion is the past president of 
the board of The Arts Center of the Capital Region and serves on the board of St. Lawrence 
University, her alma mater. 

 

Domna C. Stanton - Board Member of the New York Council for the Humanities 

5ƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ ƻŦ CǊŜƴŎƘΣ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎΣ ¢ƘŜ DǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 
CUNY 

Domna C. Stanton is a renowned scholar of seventeenth-century and early-modern French 
studies with an influential feminist perspective. Her first book, The Aristocrat as Art: A Study of 
the Honnête Homme and the Dandy in 17th- and 19th-Century French Literature, is considered a 
classic. Her most recent books are Women Writ, Women Writing: Gendered Discourse and 
Differences in Seventeenth-Century France and The Monarchy, the Nation and Its Others in 
Seventeenth-Century France. Her edited volumes include The Defiant Muse: French Feminist 
Poems from the 12th to the 20th Centuries; The Female Autograph; Discourses of Sexuality from 
Aristotle to AIDS; and Feminisms in the Academy. She is currently preparing two volumes on 
early modern women -- on philosopher Gabrielle Suchon, and on female fairy-tale authors for 
the Other Voices series at the University of Chicago Press. 
 
Among her extensive professional accomplishments, Professor Stanton was the first female 
editor of PMLA, the journal of the Modern Language Association; she served as vice-president 
and then president of the MLA; her term ended in 2005.  Previously the Elizabeth M. Douvan 
Collegiate Professor at the University of Michigan, Stanton received her Ph.D. from Columbia 
University. Professor Stanton is also now teaching and writing on international human rights and 
is an active member of the board of Human Rights Watch. She also serves on the boards of the 
Gotham Chamber Opera Company, THE NATION Institute, the Parkinson's Disease Foundation; 
and she sits on the President's Council of the New York Public Library. 
 

 

Edmund Sutton -- Board Member of the New York Council for the Humanities 

Retired Corporate Executive 
 
Edmund Sutton is a 1960 graduate of Harvard, majoring in English.  Following two years in the 
Navy and an MBA at Harvard, he worked at JP Morgan, primarily in its international operations, 
serving as President of JP Morgan International Finance for the final 15 years.  He retired in 
1999.  During the 1990s he was Chairman of Orpheus Chamber Orchestra and remains a trustee.  
He is a trustee of the Institute of Current World Affairs and has been an advisor to the Center for 
the Advanced Study of India at the University of Pennsylvania. 
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Anthony Viscusi -- Board Member of the New York Council for the Humanities 

Retired Corporate Executive 
 
Anthony Viscusi, the retired president and CEO of Vasomedical, Inc., graduated with distinction 
from Columbia College and went on to get a master's degree from Columbia University. Mr. 
Viscusi studied at the Institute of the History of Sciences of the University of Paris as a Fulbright 
scholar from 1956 to 1958. He taught at Columbia College, Wesleyan University and Princeton 
University before joining Merck & Co. Mr. Viscusi retired from Merck in 1993 as Senior Vice 
President after more than 30 years of service. In 1994, he joined Vasomedical, Inc., a company 
which develops, manufactures and markets medical devices for the non-invasive treatment of 
cardiovascular diseases. Mr. Viscusi is on the board of several organizations, including the New 
York Hall of Science and the Bard Music Festival. 
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New York Council for the Humanities Staff Information Sheet 

Sara Ogger, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 

Tel: 917.494.9676 (direct) or 212.233.1131 x 30 (voicemail) 

Email: ogger@nyhumanities.org 

Carolyn H. Cho͖ 
Assistant to the Executive Director 

Tel: 646.302.4940 (direct) or 212.233.1131 x 35 (voicemail) 

Email: ccho@nyhumanities.org 

Katie Grim 
Development Associate 

Tel: 646.302.4940 (direct) or 212.233.1131 x 22 (voicemail) 

Email: kgrim@nyhumanities.org 

Erika Halstead 
Program Associate, TogetherτBook Talk for Kids and Parents 

Tel: 212.233.1131 x 27 

Email: ehalstead@nyhumanities.org  

Lauren Kushnick͖ 
Manager of Grants and Technology 

Tel: 646.302.4937 (direct) or 212.233.1131 x 21 (voicemail) 

Email: lkushnick@nyhumanities.org 

Anna Links 
Program Officer, Meaning of Service and Reading Between the Lines 

Tel: 646.302.4944 (direct) or 212.233.1131 x 28 (voicemail) 

Email: alinks@nyhumanities.org 

Jane McNamara  ͖
Director of Grants and Programs 

Tel: 646.302.4937 (direct) or 212.233.1131 x 24 (voicemail) 

Email: jmcnamara@nyhumanities.org 

James Taylor͖ 
Director of Finance and Administration 

Tel: 212.233.1131 x 25 

Email: jtaylor@nyhumanities.org 

Tracy Varites 
Program Associate, Speakers in the Humanities & Speakers in the Schools 
Tel: 646.302.4946 (direct) or 212.233.1131 x 23 (voicemail) 

Email: tvarites@nyhumanities.org  

We welcome special guests Margo Viscusi and Grace Sutton. 

mailto:ehalstead@nyhumanities.org
mailto:%20lkushnick@nyhumanities.org
mailto:alinks@nyhumanities.org
mailto:%20jmcnamara@nyhumanities.org
mailto:%20jtaylor@nyhumanities.org
mailto:tvarites@nyhumanities.org
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MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of the New York Council for the Humanities is to help all New Yorkers lead vibrant intellectual lives by 

strengthening traditions of cultural literacy, critical inquiry, and civic engagement. Funded by federal, state, and private 

sources, the Council is a private 501(c)3 founded in 1975 by a distinguished group of scholars, citizens, and public 

representatives to be the voice of the public humanities in New York State. The humanities are the study and 

interpretation of what human beings have done and thought throughout the ages; they are the very basis of an 

ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ vibrant, growing public humanities community that engages 

all New Yorkers in civic participation, volunteerism, philanthropy, and community involvement, and reconnects people 

to our rich state and local history. 

PROGRAMS 

¶ The Grants Program: supports public programs (exhibitions, lecture series, historical walking tours, etc.) at tax-
exempt organizations (museums, libraries, community centers, etc.) across New York State, helping them bring the 
insights and methods of the humanities to a general audience. 
 

¶ Meaning of Service: a discussion and reading program offered to AmeriCorps workers as a chance to reflect on the 
meaning of civic engagement and philanthropy in light of their own experience. 

 

¶ Reading Between The Lines: facilitated discussion and reading series for adults, using books to spark conversation 
on important humanities topics and issues. 

 

¶ Speakers in the Humanities: an extensive lecture bureau that provides speakers to organizations across the state for 
free public programs exploring topics such as history, philosophy, and culture.   

 

¶ Speakers in the Schools: most of our excellent Speakers in the Humanities offer versions of their talks tailored to a 
high-ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΦ  !ƭǎƻ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎŜ ƛƴ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ   

 

¶ TogetherτBook Talk for Kids and Parents: facilitated discussion and reading programs at local libraries for children 
aged 9 through 11 and their caregivers, many of them in underserved communities. 

 

¶ Literature and Medicine:  The Humanities at the Heart of Healthcare:  a reading and discussion program for health-
care workers and doctors.  In partnership with the Veterans Administration (VA).     

 


