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CALL FOR PROPOSALS
Imagining America: Artistsand Scholarsin Public Life
Ninth Annual National Conference

Public Engagement in a Diverse America: Layersof Place, M ovements of People

University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA
October 2-4, 2008

Conference Theme

Imagining America invites faculty, students, andhoaunity partners to participate in our October 2008
conference in Los Angeles, hosted by USC. A pderdocus will be the diverse layers of people,
places, and disciplinary intersections that shhpenork of public engagement.

Los Angeles is a world city that attracts and rdicomes people, culture, ideas, and capital fronoss
the globe. It is an urban center, an overlappimyemence of local communities and landscapes -
spatial and imagined, urban and suburban, culanmdlcommercial, racial, ethnic, and generational,
religious and ideological, agricultural and preserwilderness. These layers of place and popukation
create multi-textured, intersecting, and contestedning.

We invite conference proposals for seminars, raalvids, workshops, and panels (see descriptions
below) on partnerships and projects touching oedhepics as they relate to diversity and engagemen

Layers of Peoples, Places, and Histories: What is the relationship of colleges and univegsito the
layers of local life, both evident and submergdidarmund them? How can we peel back the strata of
these landscapes and histories in order to dramtaih to what came before? In what ways can
scholars and artists respond to the displacememeapbles and sites that result from the "developginen
of the university, college, city, or town?

Social Movements & Diversity: What role do public scholars and artists plagatitical and cultural
conversations about the meaning of demographi@lrand ethnic change within rapidly changing
communities of all sizes, nationally and internagilly? How do scholars and artists contribute toligu
understanding of social movements that connecividedpeople locally and across the nation? How
might recent developments in the worlds of poliaosl culture (the 2008 election, the immigration
reform debate, reconfigurations in technologiesashmunication) reshape the research and artistic
agendas of public scholars?

Engagement acr oss Sectors: How does scholarship in the humanities and tteesarve as a bridge
between colleges and universities and the locéibma, and global communities in which they re8ide
How might collaborations between scholars in the&mities and the arts contribute to public
discussion of demographic, social, and politicarade?



Session Formats: Seminars, Roundtables, Workshops, and Panels

All conference sessions are one and a half houength, and should take one of the following
formats. Information about poster sessions follawvthe end of this Call for ProposaRlease note:
our sessions on Saturday, October 4th, will take place outside of the confer ence facility, and will
meet instead at a cluster of downtown sites of public and cultural engagement. On account of this
varied and mobile format, audio-visual equipment (beyond a microphone) will not be availableto
sessions that meet that day. While there will be audio-visual equipment available to sessions
falling on Friday, we cannot guar antee a Friday time-slot for any particular session. Please plan
your proposed session accordingly. Presenters will be informed by the end of Junabith day their
session will take place, and whether or not audsoal equipment will be available to them.

Seminars. Seminar participants submit an unpublished wonkarks such as a brief "position paper”
(5-7 pages) or an excerpt from a performance. Torkswvill be posted one month prior to the
conference on the IA website, and hard copies pégsaor synopses of performances will be made
available at the conference itself. During the semithe leader moderates a discussion about ¢ce.pi
We intend that these seminars generate immediateaage of ideas and conversation, assist these
works towards publication, and produce networksatiolars who continue to work together beyond the
conference. While a single public scholar may stijowe encourage submissions from collaborative
and cross-institutional groups. We request that trdse who have previously familiarized themselves
with the work under discussion attend the seminar.

Seminar proposals include a title for the semioantact information of the seminar leader; the ®rk
or paper(s) to be discussed; and a four-to-fivéesere description of the issues and questionstitiat
be raised in discussion.

Roundtables: Roundtables gather a group of participants ar@usidared concern in order to generate
discussion among the roundtable participants atid twe audience. To this end, instead of delivering
standard conference-length presentation, partitspgpically deliver short position statements (b-1
minutes) in response to questions distributed raade by the organizer, or they take turns respondi
to prompts from the moderator. The bulk of the isess devoted to discussion. Roundtables aredighit
to no more than five participants, including thgaizer. We encourage roundtables involving
participants from different institutions, centeaad organizations.

Proposals for roundtables include a title for thxendtable; the organizer's name, title, and contact
information; the names and titles of the proposechdtable participants; and a 3-4 sentence degxuript
of the position statements, questions, or debhassitill be under discussion.

Wor kshops. Workshops have a facilitator who sets the agepolses opening questions, and organizes
the activities for the participants. The facilitai® responsible for gathering responses and sefoln

the participants and/or small groups, and helpiregy®one digest and integrate them into their thigki
Proposals to conduct workshops include not onlyfdlditator and topic, but also the activitiesttiall

be conducted.

For example, in a workshop on "Public History af ®Buburbs,” the facilitator would describe the ¢opi
and give some opening remarks (5 minutes). Shetrthgh break the audience into groups and ask each
group to brainstorm a list of five key principles brganizing a community partnership in this segti

After 15 minutes, a reporter from each group wabkh give the results, typically written by the
facilitator on a chalk board or easel. Then itisetifor critique and second stage, for example, ngpon



to typical obstacles, resource challenges, andrso.f We intend that this process produce subg&n
and useful conclusions to all participants.

Workshop proposals include a title for the workshbp organizer's name, title, and contact
information; and a 4-5 sentence description ofttipéc or issue that will be under discussion.

Panels. Panels take the format of a team or individua¢ésenting their work and experiences, leaving at
least a full half-hour for questions and inclusilrecussion. Before submitting a panel, we urgetgou
consider whether your proposed subject matter doallddapted to one of the previous formats.

Panel proposals include a title for the paneldiganizer's name, title, and contact informatibe; t
names, titles, and affiliations of all panelistsgda 4-5 sentence description of the panel's topic.

The Deadline and Destination for Confer ence Proposals
Send all proposals in electronic format only taetufeibel ajufeibel@syr.edby Friday, April 25,
2008. The Program Committee will send out responsdgléy 15th.

Poster Presentations

Often, our conference attendees are part of wounldeattnerships or are conducting research projects
that don't fit well with the annual theme or thsues driving the conference sessions. We offer the
opportunity to present these projects in a postéalae-top format, a display of the project oraash.
Such a display is usually a mixture of a brief adve description, intermixed with photographs,
organizational or historical charts, maps, and opinesentation formats. Brochures or hand-outs lneay
available for distribution, or the presenter midtgplay a presentation or DVD on her laptop. Roste
presentations ideally articulate a project angiggificance without its author being present. Wik, w
however, designate a time in the conference prodgoampresenters to attend their display and meet
interested people, answer questions, and talk daheurtwork.

Presentation space is limited to conference ppé#itis and to projects that involve public scholi@rgh
the arts and humanities, or work that engages ImmagiAmerica's research and policy agenda. A
project may be at any stage of development. Asydwthere will be table space available for
participants who simply want to distribute informoeat or display publications.

To submit a proposal for a poster presentatioraggesend a brief description of your project and ho
will be displayed in electronic format only to &ilFeibel ajufeibel@syr.ediby Friday, April 25th,
2008. Responses will be made by June 30, 2008. Spditeiied: if you do not require an entire table,
we would appreciate you requesting only half. Wk take the liberty of consolidating smaller disyda
if need be. We are not able to provide A/V equiphaerelectrical points for table top displays.




